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dose of five centigrammes was administered a blood-count
on the following day showed rapid regeneration of the red
blood cells, and within 48 hours the number of red blood cells
per cubic millimetre passed from 2,740,000 to 3,420,000 in
one case and in another from 3,800,000 to 5,022.000. This

drug, it would seem, therefore, has a great future before it
in the various colonies.

Public Hygiene and Mortality.
With reference to the question of the depopulation of

France M. Papillon recently read a most striking paper
before the Statistical Society of Paris. He commenced by
pointing out that in France the statistics of births and deaths
were very incomplete. France, continued M. Papillon,
enjoys a temperate climate and possesses a soil so fertile as
to produce everything that she can require. Yet her birth-
rate is the lowest in Europe and her mortality grievously
high. This is not due to natural causes, but to the
customs of the country. Of a population of 38,000,000
150,000 die annually from tuberculosis, while Great Britain
with a population of 41,000,000 only loses 60,000 from the
same cause. In every other European country tuberculosis
is decreasing, in France it is increasing, because in every
other European country alcoholism is decreasing while in
France it is on the increase. Here are some figures.
Between two censuses the tuberculosis mortality has
increased in France by 68 per 100,000 inhabitants. In

Germany it has decreased by 109 per 100,000 inhabitants,
a difference of 177 per 100,000. This means that nearly
68,000 lives have been lost to France each year by tuber-
culosis that could have been preserved. Again, there is

typhoid fever, a disease which is eminently preventable. The

mortality from this disease amounts each year to from 10,000
to 12,000 and these deaths are of young persons just on the
threshold of the procreative period of life. In France small-

pox kills annually 3000 people, while in Germany the same
disease kills one or two. Rabies is unknown in England
owing to the strict muzzling and quarantine regulations.
The eruptive fevers exact a heavy toll of life in France owing
to non-disinfection of houses and personal belongings.
These diseases could easily be avoided altogether or at least
kept from spreading Another cause of depopulation is

syphilis which either brings about sterility or gives rise to a
progeny blighted from the birth. If the money value of a

middle-aged man be taken at 5000 francs France has to sub-
mit to an annual loss of 400,000,000 francs of human capital,
to say nothing of dilapidations of human energy caused by an
excess of infectious disease. France, together with Germany
and England, possesses excellent laws, but they are not carried
out because outside the diseases enumerated in statistical
tables there is another disease not mentioned in inter-
national nomenclature, probably because it is national.
It is the electoral disease of drink-shops and public-houses 
which are not obliged to possess even a municipal licence
because producers of alcohol are considered as merchants of
the same class as those producing other goods. Dogs are far
too lightly taxed, revaccination is only occasionally carried
out, and the water-supply is in the hands of an engineer, while
at Berlin the chief of the water-supply is a skilltd hygienist.
With regard to tuberculosis there are laws against insani-
tary dwellings, but they are not enforced owing to local
interests. Cowsheds are not properly supervised, piggeries
have no supervision whatever, and private slaughter-houses
are still allowed to exist. After 17 years’ consideration the
two Chambers have just formulated a law with regard to
the protection of the public health, but it will come to

nothing, for there is no one charged with seeing that its

provisions are carried out. If the various prefects are charged
with its administration they will consider matters of con-
venience rather than those of health. In France sanitary
powers and responsibilities are scattered abroad amongst
three departments-those of the Minister of the Interior,
of the Minister of Commerce, and of the Minister of

Agriculture. All these administrations should be centralised
under one under-secretary with an organisation at his com-
mand of sanitary medical officers who should have a free
hand. Moral responsibility would thus be increased and
statistics of death would no longer be tabulated under the
two headings of "cause unknown" and other causes."

The Diagnosis of Real from llppament Death.
The Dugaste prize of the Academy of Sciences for 1900 was

awarded to Dr. Icard of Marseilles for a method devised by
him of diagnosing by means of fluorescine when death has
actually taken place. The test depends upon an absolute

physiological fact. No absorbable substance can be taken

up by all the body tissues except the circulation be
in action. Any absorbable substance injected subcutane-
ously will be absorbed if the circulation persists. If,
then, a substance injected into the leg is after a

certain lapse of time found in the tissues of the
arm it must have been carried thither by the blood-
stream and it can therefore be definitely affirmed that at the
moment of injection the circulation, or in other words life,
was present. Dr. Icard makes use of a solution of fluorescine.
So great is the tinctorial power of fluorescine that one

gramme will colour 45,000 litres of water. It is not poisonous,
caustic, or irritant. Within two minutes after the injection
of fluorescine under the skin of a living body the skin
and the mucous membranes show an intense colouration
and the subject appears to be suffering from acute jaundice.
The tissues of the eye are stained a bright green colour,
the pupil disappears, and it looks as if a magnificent emerald
had been set in the orbit. The tears, the saliva, and the
urine are all coloured and one drop of blood or urine added
to a glass of water makes it of a bright grass-green tint.
Within an hour or two all these symptoms disappear, the
fluorescine having been eliminated by the kidneys. 
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 Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal.
AT the annual meeting of the governors of this institution

held early in January it was announced that extensive
additions were to be made to the hospital during the present
year, including two new operating theatres, one for the

gynaecological department and another for special cases. The
annual medical report was submitted and showed that during
1901 2579 patients had been admitted to the hospital, 421
being private ward patients. On Jan. 1st, 1901, there were
194 patients in residence. During the year 2600 were
discharged, of whom 1583 recovered, 792 improved, 59 did
not improve. 51 were not treated, 115 died, and 173 remained
in the hospital at the end of December, 1901. The death-
rate for the year has been 4 ’42 per cent., or, if 23 who died
within 48 hours of admission are deducted, the death-rate
would be 3’54 per cent. In the out-patient department the
total number treated was 3601. The income of the hospital
for the year amounted to %130,738’40, while the ordinary
expenditure amounted to$112,280’20, leaving a balance
or $18,458.20 which is being applied towards the cost of
a new power house and isolation pavilion.

Quarantine on the Ptzeihc Coast.
With the permission of Dr. Montizambert, the Director-

General of Public Health, quarantine arrangements on the
Pacific Coast have been made affecting the Empress
line of steamers plying between Vancouver and the Far
East. Formerly these steamers were compelled to go into
quarantine at the l’illiams Head Station and remain there
for four or five hours, often at great inconvenience to the
passengers, even when there was no case of contagious
disease on board. Under the new order the steamers will
be obliged to touch at quarantine only when any con-

tagious disease has developed on the voyage. Better con-
nexions will thus be established for the overland trains from
Vancouver.

Reforming the Ontario Medical Council.
A Bill is now before the Ontario Legislature which seeks

to make radical changes in the constitution of the Ontario
Medical Council, the governing body of the College of

Physicians and Surgeons of the province. As at present
constituted, the council consists of 30 members, five of
whom represent homoeopathic practitioners and eight are

non-elected appointees from the medical colleges connected
with four of the universities in the province-viz., Toronto,
Queen’s, Trinity, and the Western at London. The other
17 members are elected by the regular profession throughout
the province. There are only about 40 homoeopathic prac-
titioners in the province, while each elective representative
of the regular profession has a constituency of 250, hence the
present constitution of the council is considered to be very
unfair to the regular profession. The proposed amendment
to the Medical Act seeks to abolish this special provision for
the homoeopathists and the College representation on the
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council and to provide that all the members should be 1

elected by the whole profession throughout the province. (

The Bill is now before a special committee of the House on
which all the medical and legal members are serving. i

The South- Western Medical Association of Manitoba.
Two or three months ago the members of the profession

in the south-west part of the province of Manitoba met and
organised themselves into an association with the above
title. Out of 70 practitioners in the district it speaks well
for the medical body when it is stated that 67 of these imme-
diately signed the roll, and there are good prospects of the
remaining three doing likewise in the near future. The

objects of this organisation are set forth cas follows in a
circular letter issued to the profession in Manitoba. Insur-
ance companies will have to pay$5 for an examination,
lodges with no insurance$2, and lodges with insurance
83. Lodge practice is discountenanced. A provisional tariff
of fees has been fixed and all will endeavour to adhere to
it as closely as possible. The organisation has also decided
that it will be better in the interests of the profession if all
render their accounts at least quarterly. A strong effort will
be made to bring the whole profession in the province of
Manitoba into the organisation.

Ontario -Deat7i-roll in 1901.
A statement recently issued by the Board of Health of the

province gives the details regarding the deaths from con-
tagious diseases occurring in 1901, 90 per cent. of the

population reporting. The total deaths from all causes
number 25,736, or 13-1 per 1000 as compared with 25,382
occurring in 1900. Tuberculosis caused more deaths than
any other contagious disease-viz., 2286. This was not so

large as in 1900, when the total was 2360. June was the
healthiest month with a total of 1608 deaths ; March showed
the heaviest death-roll with 2525 deaths. Scarlet fever
claimed 209; measles, 120 ; diphtheria, 512 ; whooping-
cough, 112 ; and typhoid fever, 345. The mortality from
typhoid fever in 1900 was 550.

Small-pox in Ontario.
It begins to look as if Ontario was in for a big epidemic

of small-pox. Although the disease is pretty well under
control in the unorganised districts amongst lumber camps,
mining and construction camps, &c., where some 60 physicians
have recently been appointed by the managers, the older
and better settled sections of the province are now being
attacked ; and the last statement issued from the Board of
Health shows that there were 629 cases in the province in
the month of January. These patients are scattered over
28 counties with 87 centres for infection. Ontario is pretty
bad, but many of the States of the American Union are
much worse.
Toronto, Feb. 4th.
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Leprosy Bill for America.
SEXATOR PLATT of New York has introduced into the

National Legislature a Bill to Prevent the Spread of Leprosy,
some of the provisions of which aie as follows :-The

appointment of a leprosy commissioner to reside at New York
or San Francisco. with a yearly salary of$5000 (&pound;1000) ;
the setting aside of a mile square for a national leper home,
the site to be chosen by a leprosy board ; the appropriation
of $50,000 (.610,000) to erect suitable buildings for the
habitation of lepers in the United States, not including
Hawaii, Porto Rico, Cuba, or the Philippines ; the transporta-
tion of lepers who are unable to care for themselves to the
national leper home ; the injunction of steamship companies
or individual vessels or railroads from bringing to the United
States any leper or from accepting any immigrant from any
of the countries known to be leprous without a special certi-
ficate ; the strict supervision for seven years of immigrants
of leprous families, though they themselves be .free from
the disease ; the deportation of any leper who, despite all
precautions, manages to enter the United States ; no dis-
crimination to be made on behalf of Americans who contract
the disease in a foreign country ; the Marine Hospital Service
of the Treasury Department to have full charge of the
National Leper Home. There are probably more cases of

leprosy in the United States than is generally believed, and

the enactment of such measures as the foregoing would not
only prevent the spread of the disease (that is taking the
view of the majority as to its contagiousness) but would
impart a feeling of confidence among the general public.

-Reforms in the New York City Hospitals.
Some months ago the revised charter of the city of New

York provided that the charity hospitals, Bellevue, Harlem,
Gouveneur, and Fordham should pass from the control of
the Charities Department-under which management they
have been for many years-to a board of trustees consisting
of seven members. With the change of the city administra-
tion the new board appointed by Mayor Low has entered
upon its duties. The city institutions will be subjected to
thorough reforms and the existing methods of management
will be very considerably altered. Bellevue Hospital, by far
the largest and most important of these institutions, will

naturally receive the lion’s share of the new board’s atten-
tion. The insane pavilion of Bellevue will be first taken in
hand and it will be converted into what will practically be
a temporary insane asylum. The alcoholic ward, so far as

management is concerned, will be swept and garnished,
and the nurses and attendants throughout the establishment
will be paid fair wages. The statement is also made that a

large appropriation of money will shortly be aked for, and
that if the request be granted Bellevue will be rebuilt. It
seems that the time is really now approaching when New
York will have charity hospitals worthy of her position as
the most important and the richest city of the United States.

Osteopathy in New York State,
This method of treating disease has become vastly popular

in many parts of the United States, thus once more showing
the gullibility of the human race. In some States the

practice of osteopathy has been placed on a par with
medical practice and to its professors have been granted
all privileges and powers accorded to the men who hold a
degree in medicine. Aided by the backing of influential

persons in New York State, the osteopathic fraternity have
for some considerable time been making determined and
strenuous efforts to be placed upon an equal footing with
graduates in medicine and surgery. A Bill to this effect was
introduced into the New York State Legislature in the pre-
sent session. The osteopaths set forth their qualifications
to be given the right to treat disease of all kinds and to sign
death certificates. They stated that everything is taught in
osteopathic colleges that all medical colleges teach except
materia medica. Naturally the medical profession opposed
the passage of such a Bill with all its might and showed up
many of the fallacies of osteopathy. For instance, it was

pointed out that while the osteopathic colleges pretended
to teach all branches of medical science except materia
medica, the time devoted to this teaching made of the whole
affair a complete farce. The whole osteopathic course in its
prominent colleges is only two years, and the time given to
the teaching of such important subjects as anatomy and
physiology is so short as to be utterly absurd. It is there-
fore gratifying to be able to announce that the Bill to place
osteopathy upon the same plane as regular medicine has
again failed to pass in New York State.
Feb. 18th.

VACCINATION STATISTICS.-At the meeting of
the Axbridge Board of Guardians held on Feb. 18th it was
reported that during the half-year ended June, 1901, the
births of 502 children were registered, 272 successful
vaccinations were performed, 85 certificates of conscientious
objection to vaccination were granted, and 43 children died
unvaccinated. In Weston-super-Mare, the figures for which
are included in the above returns, 232 births were registered,
and only 89 children were successfully vaccinated.

TORBAY HOSPITAL, TORQUAY.-The annual
meeting of the governors of this hospital was held on
Feb. 20th. The medical report stated that 401 in-patients
had been admitted during 1901, compared with 389 in the
preceding year. 706 out-patients had been treated, exclusive
of 628 ophthalmic cases. In the provident dispensary
department 125 new cases had been admitted. The financial
statement showed that the total expenditure amounted to
&pound;2325, and that there was an unfavourable balance of .S57.
The report added that at the closing of the Syracusa
Convalescent Home the committee had presented the hospital
with the Roentgen ray apparatus.


